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EMMA MANNING reports from New York

hen founder and artistic director Larissa Saveliev first announced

her plans to start the Youth America Grand Prix people told =N

her that it would never work. Ten years on the competition

has grown defiantly to become the world’s largest student ballet

scholarship competition, offering a platform of opportunity for young
talented dancers from around the globe. The path can hardly have been smooth, the
organisation is still sometimes a little chaotic, but the results are hugely gratifying.

Heats for each year's competition are held in Iltaly, Brazil and Japan (as reported in
Dance Europe, December 2008), as well as across the USA, and the selected candidates
converge on New York for the finals. This year’s event ran fram 17 - 21 April, culminating
with the final round of 84 junior and senior contestants at City Center.

First on stage, 12 year old Kurumi Shibadaira was just one of several young women
who appears to have been born turning multiple piroueties, and so maybe it was her
indelible charm that won her a silver medal. The bronze, meanwhile, went to Miho
Maotsuka, who made her triples into the attitude at the start of her Swan Lake variation
look unbelievably easy, and the gold medal was won by So Jung Lee for her beautifully
articulated Paquita variation.

Popular with the audience, Michaela DePrince showed off her flexibility with her 3'}
180 degree developés and acrobatic split jetés, but would have impressed more had A
she toned down the athletic elements dramatically. She was, however, not alone
in striving for physical extremes at the expense of artistic values, turning ballet into a
brash, unflattering sport. Other performances were spoilt by simpering smiles that looked
as if they had come in a packet and been glued on. Whether these young dancers were
following their teacher’s instructions we can only guess, but getting the facial expression
right is far more crucial than many realise.
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THE WINNERS

SENIOR AGE DIVISION
GRrAND Prix

Jeffrey Cirio, 17

Orlande Ballet School, USA

Sentor WoMEN

Gold Medal

Elisa Badenes Vazquez, 17
Rayal Ballet School, UK
Silver Medal

Madoka Kariya. 15

Maison du Ballet Etoile, Japan
Bronze Medal

Risako Ikeda, 15

Ballet Studio DUO, Japan

Sexior MEex

Gold Medal

Young Gyu Choi, 18

Korea National University of Aris

Silver Medal

Kadir Okurer, 18

University Ankara Stare Conservatory, Turkey
Bronze Medal

Nayon lovino, 19

The Washington School of Ballet, USA

JUNIOR AGE DIVISION

Yourd Grann Prix

Esteban Hermandaz, 14

The Rock School for Dance Education, USA

Juxnior WoOMEN

Gold Medal

So Jung Lee, 13

Yewon School, Korea

Silver Medal

Kurumi Shibadaira, 12

Emi Aiba Ballet Studio, Japan

Bronze Medal

Miho Maotsuka, 13

Yoko Tsukamoto Ballet Company, Japan

Junior MEN

Gold Medal

Marcelino Sambe, 14

National Conservatory Dance School, Portugal
Silver Medal

Sam Zaldivar, 13

Dmitri Kulev Classical Ballet Academy, USA
Bronze Medal

Takahiro Tamagawa, 14

Eroile Ballet School, Japan

SPECIAL AWARDS

OursTANDING CHOREOGRAPHER AWARD
Viktor Plotnikov

OursTANDING TEACHER AWARD

Tanya Pearson

Saral CHAPIN LANGHAM AWARD
Rafaelle Queiroz Rodrigues, 18
Akademie des Tanzes, Germany
OUTSTANDING ARTISTRY AWARD

Zhao Wan Ting, 16

Bejing Dance Academy, P.R. of China
Daxce Evrore Outstanping EUROPEAN
DANCER

Elisa Badenes Vazquez

Mary Day Awarp

Jeffrey Cirio, 17

Orlando Ballet School, USA

Misako Mori, 17,

The Washington Ballet School, USA
Ol!'l STANDING SI"HUD[. !‘“'_'\RI)

Orlando Ballet School, FL, USA

To VIEW THE COMPLETE LIST GO TO WWW.YAGP.ORG
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Elisa Badenes Vazquez
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One dancer who got it absolutely right was 14 year old Marcelino
Sambe who has one of those contagious smiles that will get him anywhere.
Fortunately he also has the talent and the technique to match, and he
scooped the gold medal in the junior men’s section for his boldly danced
Flames of Paris. In the same group, Sam Zaldivar spun impressively
through his Don Qto win the silver, and Takahiro Tamagawa demonstrated
a fine quality and a backbend of pure abandon in his Bayadére to win the
bronze.

Perpetuating the bar set at previous years’ YAGP by his brother Isaac
(now with San Francisco Ballet), Esteban Hernandez gave a thrilling and
wonderfully manicured Coppélia variation to win the junior Grand Prix. The
only worry is how the 14 year old Rock School student will while away the
time until he is old enough to join a company.

On to the 22 senior women finalists - 10 Asians, 8 Americans, 3
Europeans and one Brazilian - of which no fewer than seven originated
from Japan. This group spans ages 15 - 19 and yet, curiously, it was the
younger contestants who picked up the prizes. Notably outstanding was the
Spanish Elisa Badenes Vazquez, whose Esmeralda afforded a wonderful
sense of spontaneity yet remained innately musical. Whilst
her control was immaculate, she never forgot that this
was a dance, and she won both the gold medal and
Dance Europe’s outstanding European dancer prize.
Another fine Esmeralda was danced by Madoka
Kariya, a very sophisticated 15 year old who won the
silver medal, while Risako lkeda delighted with her light
jump and fluid chainés to gain the bronze.

Also in this group were two dancers who caught my eye
earlier this year in Osaka - Yuuka Sagawa, whose delicately
etched Raymonda atiracted no fewer than five scholarship offers, and
Yuki Ogasawara (already an apprentice with the Dresden SemperOper
Ballett), who gave a very professional variation from Sleeping Beauty.
Noteworthy also were two women from China - Mao Jing Jing and Zhao
Wan Ting - both of whom have the physical attributes to make them
ballerina potential, while Korean Jun Ho Won gave an accomplished
Don Q. Promising also were Europeans Mariana Rodriguez and Rafaelle
Queiroz Rodrigues, and Nicole Ciapponi (from the US), whose 3rd Shade
variation was well phrased.

The senior men were, this year, very mixed in their abilities - one
or two appeared to be washed out by the final round and their facial
expressions were unhelpful. Tyler Burkett conveyed that he had the worries
of the world on his shoulders, Sun Chong was likewise grim and Ruben De
Monte looked unduly spaced out. Fortunately, others were more cheery,
amongst them Botlhale Dikobe whose Satanella variation was cheekily

Yuuka
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