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The tension backstage at the final round of Youth
America Grand Prix was unmistakable. Frantic relevés
alternated with quiet prayers. Each dancer anxiously wait-
ed to take her turn alone in front of the judges, knowing
that if she did well, it could change her career.

Over 5,000 students from six continents compete in
regional YAGP semifinals every year. The 300 _,iigﬂiiﬂ{'sr'
invited to the main event in New York City.have a chance
to make their dreams come trua. Even if a dancer doesn’t
place in the coveted “Top 12, the opportunities and con-
nections she can make are unmatched: Over $250,000 15
awarded in scholarships annually, and more than 250
YAGP alumni now dance professionally in top companies
around the world.
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Makensie Howe, Trom
Alaxandra School of Ballat in
Missouri, leaps acroas the

stage at Mew York City Cantor. :
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] know I shouldn't be,
o ‘*I"’m very, very nervous.
I'm surrounded by the

best ballet students from

all over the world!”

CourRTNEY RAE McCowen,
INDEPENDENT FROM GEORGIA
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The 1l 40 senior women and men share the stage during
inta sion to run through their steps one last time.
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from The Australian Ballat Sehool, parformes a varca-

tion from Grand Pas cxigue, which won her the gold medal for sennor

tha Ballet, checks hersolf in the mirror as she gets fastened into hér costume,
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[ 've been practicing this

variation for three years.
It's all about the f‘.‘f:ifi:;mh."
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The Royal Ballet School's Clawdia Dean (abowve) usaes an emply staircase to streteh, &
soction of the judges table: (from left) Garry Trindoer, New Eaaland School of Danoe;

BAcdam Sklute, Ballet West: Mawvis Staines, Canada’s Nationnsl Ballet School; Gailene Stocl,
The Royal Ballet Schoal.




